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Minutes 

Meeting of the TAA Expert Group – Code : E02403 

Brussels, 8 February 2018 

 

1. Approval of the agenda and of the minutes of previous meeting 
 
The agenda was approved. Approval of the minutes from the previous TAAEG meeting 
held on the 26 October 2017 was postponed.  

 
2. Nature of the meeting 
 
Non-public 

 
3. Regulation (EU) No 167/2013: type-approval of vehicles with different speed 

index (a or b) under the same EU type; 

 

The Commission representatives explained that TAAs had a different understanding of 
how speed indices should be treated in practice: to approve "a" and "b" vehicles under 
the same type, or, not. 

The Commission representatives indicated that certain flexibility could be granted if 
agreed by all TAAs, because: 1) the current draft of Article 3 on the categorisation of 
vehicles does not clearly state whether "a" and "b" vehicles shall be considered as 
different categories and, therefore, types. 2) in accordance with Article 3(48), vehicles 
with a power difference of less than 30% and a cylinder capacity of less than 20% may 
be type approved under the same type.  Therefore the difference of the maximum vehicle 
design speed may also be granted certain flexibility.  

Furthermore, the Commission representatives clarified that approving both of them under 
the same type implies no problem from a safety or administrative point of view.  On the 
contrary, the split of "a" and "b" vehicles into two different types will entail more type 
approval arrangements and paperwork. The Commission representatives asked for a 
harmonised opinion on the matter of TAAEG's representatives and allowed them time for 
further internal reflection. 
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4. Regulation as regards the determination of the CO2 emissions and fuel 
consumption of heavy-duty vehicles; 

The Commission representatives gave a presentation on HDV CO2 certification 
Regulation 2017/2400. The Regulation was adopted on 12 December 2017 and entered 
into force on 18 January 2018. The Commission offered training on the hashing tool in 
November 2017, at which many TAAs participated. The aim of the presentation was to 
summarize the main points that require a common understanding between the 
Commission, TAAs and manufacturers regarding N2 scope, public availability of 
VECTO tool, use of pre-processing and hashing tools, licence number to operate the 
simulation tool, engine joint certification mark, certification number for transmission, 
axle measurement duration, torque meter requirements and numbering of information 
document and Certificate of Conformity (see presentation available on CIRCABC).  

The Commission representatives recommended that the TAAEG follow this common 
understanding for the upcoming first certifications and to consult the detailed FAQ on 
CIRCABC for further information. 

The Commission representatives proposed that an update of the common understanding 
should be tabled at the next TAAEG and any changes to the Regulation 2017/2400 at the 
TCMV. The Commission representatives added that if something urgent was preventing 
TAAs from issuing certificates then the Commission should be informed about it in order 
to update the FAQ on CIRCABC.  

5. Updates by Member States on investigations and recalls; 

The Commission representatives started the topic by thanking the TAAEG for sending 
their recall information and informed the TAAEG that a summary of the information up 
to the 29th January 2018 had been made public. The Commission representatives pointed 
out that the rate of recalls was not entirely satisfactory and delivered the following 
remarks:  

- The Commission was interested in gathering all available input about remedial 
measures on vehicles, but the recall investigation was most focused on VW group 
cars.  

- According to the information provided, the rate of remedial updates on non-VW 
vehicles was less satisfactory than for VW vehicles.  

- Central and Eastern European countries were lagging behind Western Europe in 
the recall rate statistics.  

- The recalls have been discussed in TCMV meetings and some countries now link 
recalls to technical inspections (i.e. remedial measures are carried out at the same 
time as the vehicle would get inspected anyway). 

- The Commission would consider more forceful action if recall rates stay 
unsatisfactory.  

- The recall data is now in the public domain, i.e. also shared with the European 
Parliament.  

- A Recall Information Platform has been launched so that MS representatives can 
feed information directly into the platform whenever new data becomes available. 

The Commission representatives presented the current state of play of recalls. Topics 
covered: 

- The Commission has published a recall process report on CIRCABC. 
- In the press, much focus has been given to the fact that the overall EA 189 engine 

fix rate is slightly below 75 %; “More than 25% of EA189 still not updated” and 
still emitting excessive NOx. 

- Despite the fact the Commission has sent multiple reminders, there were still 5 
MS who had not submitted any data on recall rates.  
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- Low recall rates (<50% for at least one VW brand) were indeed the cases in 9 
MS, mainly Eastern European counties. The Commission representative giving 
the presentation added that this could be related to Skoda recalls.  

- The publication of the data triggered interest among MS authorities and a lot of 
information was recently received from MS authorities, including information 
from some MS who provided recall data for the first time. 

- The information has been reworked in progress reports. 
- 72% of VW group vehicles with the EA189 engine have had their engines 

updated.  
- The recall information reported on CIRCABC will be updated regularly by the 

Commission services, and MS will be able to send their data to provide 
information through the Recall Information Platform. This requires all MS to 
appoint one contact person assigned to provide data to the platform. The 
appointees will receive login access to the platform. 

- Checks, carried out during national (periodic) technical inspections on the status 
of a recall, are to be encouraged. 

The Commission representatives commented on the durability and quality of fixes –had 
the TAA validated the fixes (both hardware and software fixes)? The Commission 
representatives added that more information on this topic would soon be requested. 

Finally, the Commission representatives informed the TAAEG about access to the Recall 
Information Platform. Current access to the platform was based on an old list of access 
persons. The Commission representatives requested that all MS representatives update 
and send in their list of access persons.  

 

6. Updates by Member States on the WLTP Type Approvals; 

The Commission representatives reminded the TAAEG to keep sending new replies with 
updated information on the WLTP type-approvals issued since 1 September 2017. To 
date only seven approvals were collected in the information sent by the members of 
TAAEG in October. The Commission representatives asked the members of TAAEG to 
send new information every two months to keep the information updated. 

7. Reminder of Commission request of RDE/PEMS data for LDV/HDV; 

The Commission representatives also reminded the members of TAAEG about the RDE 
Monitoring Request. It would still be important to obtain data from the RDE monitoring 
period to be used for evaluations. The Commission representatives mentioned that the 
data from MS had already been used to make a better proposal for evaluation methods. 
The Commission representatives reminded the TAAEG that the EC RDE email (EC-
RDE@ec.europa.eu) is active and should be used when sending new information. 

The Commission representatives then mentioned the recent request for information on 
cold start HDV PEMS data, and urged the MS representatives to also take this request 
into account and provide the Commission with data, especially for tests done at low 
temperatures. Other HDV PEMS data that are not directly related to cold start would also 
be welcome. 

eCall 

The Commission representatives took the opportunity to mention that they had drafted a 
Q&A table on certain issues on eCall and that it would be used for future amendments. 
The representatives asked the TAAEG to review it and not to hesitate to ask if something 
was unclear. 
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8. Q & A session on various topics;  

 
Various questions posed by MS were discussed 

9. AOB 

The Commission representative reminded the MS of the email request on the 
implementation of WLTP regulation to EU 2017/1151 to which few replies were 
received.  The Commission representative reminded the MS representatives to reply to 
this and to check, during new type approvals, whether odometer tampering prevention 
was properly applied by manufacturers. 

10. Conclusions/recommendations/opinions 

See all above. 

11. Next steps 

See all above.  

12. Next meeting 

18 October 2018 

13. List of participants:  Participants from the following Member States attended : 

BE  MOW Vlaanderen 
CZ Ministry of Transport 
DE KBA 
EE Estonian Road Administration  
ES  Ministry of Economy, Industry and Competitiveness 
IRL  NSAI Certification 

FR Ministère de la Transition écologique et solidaire 
 UTAC CERAM 
IT Ministry of Infrastructure and Transport 
LV Road Traffic Safety Directorate 
LU Société Nationale de Certification et d'Homologation 
NL RDW 
AUT  Austrian Ministry for Transport, Innovation  and Technology 
PL Transportation Technical Supervision 
 Motor Transport Institute 
PT Institute for Mobility and Transport 
RO Romanian Automotive Register 
SK Ministry of Transport and Construction 
FI  Finnish Transport Safety Agency 
SE  Swedish Transport Agency 
UK Department for Transport 
EFTA 
Norway Norwegian Public Roads Administration  
European Commission : DG GROW, JRC, DG ENV 


